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SUMMARY

Th±s event ±s des±gned to explore cr±t±cal 
academ±c pathways for the post-war 
reconstruct±on of Aleppo, w±th a strong 
emphas±s on commun±ty-dr±ven recovery.
Successful reconstruct±on must go Successful reconstruct±on must go 
beyond rebu±ld±ng to foster susta±nable 
commun±t±es, effect±ve governance, 
econom±c recovery, soc±al cohes±on, and 
c±v±c l±fe.
Wh±le fund±ng ±s cruc±al, challenges ±n Wh±le fund±ng ±s cruc±al, challenges ±n 
governance, soc±o-cultural dynam±cs, and 
pol±t±cal stab±l±ty pers±st. Recovery should 
be rap±d yet ±nclus±ve, part±c±patory, and 
locally grounded to restore cultural 
±dent±ty.

The event d±scuss±ons w±ll emphas±ze The event d±scuss±ons w±ll emphas±ze 
three cr±t±cal types of “br±dges” 
necessary for susta±nable rebu±ld±ng 
across d±fferent spat±al scales:
•Phys±cal br±dges: rebu±ld±ng ±nfrastructure 
and urban spaces.
Inst±tut±onal br±dges: establ±sh±ng 
effect±ve governance and adm±n±strat±ve 
systems.
•Soc±o-cultural br±dges: restor±ng 
commun±ty t±es, local ±dent±ty, and 
cultural her±tage.

Event Language: Engl±sh

A±m
Th±s event a±ms to shape d±scuss±ons 
around key recovery scenar±os for Aleppo 
that pr±or±t±ze:
•The return of d±splaced populat±ons.
The restorat±on of normal l±v±ng 
cond±t±ons through the reconstruct±on of 
hous±ng, schools, and hosp±tals.
•The rehab±l±tat±on of h±stor±c s±tes as 
symbols of cont±nu±ty and collect±ve 
±dent±ty.

•Format
Sem±nars: guest lectures offer±ng 
±ns±ghts ±nto urban reconstruct±on, 
commun±ty recovery, and her±tage 
preservat±on.
•Workshop: d±scuss±ons and exerc±ses to 
develop a comprehens±ve framework for 
reconstruct±ng Aleppo as an ±ntegrated 
c±ty, l±nk±ng the h±stor±c centre w±th 
damaged suburban areas.

•Expected Outcomes
Pract±ce-or±ented recommendat±ons 
for susta±nable post-war reconstruct±on
•Commun±ty-dr±ven-±n±t±at±ves-promo
t±ng soc±al cohes±on, local ±dent±ty, 
collect±ve memory, and publ±c space 
rev±tal±zat±on.
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SEMINAR

10:00 - 10:10

10:10 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:10 Break

11:10 - 12:00

12:00 - 12:30

12:30 - 13:30 Lunch Break



W ORKSHOP

13:30 - 17:00

17:00 - 18:00 D±scuss±on and Clos±ng
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Hala Maland± ±s a Professor, the head of the Urban Plann±ng 
department and the Dean of the Faculty of Arch±tecture at 
Aleppo Un±vers±ty. She holds BA ±n arch±tecture, at 
Un±vers±ty of Aleppo, Syr±a, and D±ploma ±n Town Plann±ng 
from same Un±vers±ty. She took her M.Sc ±n Urban Plann±ng 
and Development, School of Plann±ng and Arch±tecture, 
Manchester Un±vers±ty, England and Ph.D. ±n 2005 at the 
School of the Bu±lt Env±ronment, L±verpool John Moores 
Un±vers±ty, England .
Her research ±nterest covers top±cs such as Urban and 
Reg±onal Plann±ng, Susta±nable Development, Stakeholders; 
Reg±onal Plann±ng ±n Syr±a, Urban Renewal; Rehab±l±tat±on of 
Squares ±n Old C±t±es of Aleppo etc.

Prof. Dr. 
Hala 
Maland±

Salah Haj Isma±l ±s a professor at Ankara Y±ld±r±m Beyaz±t 
Un±vers±ty and head of department of arch±tecture.
He was born ±n Aleppo - Syr±a 1979, ±s an arch±tect s±nce 
2002 w±th a Master ±n Arch±tecture and a Master ±n
c±v±l eng±neer±ng from Aleppo Un±vers±ty, and a Ph.D. ±n 
Cultural Her±tage from Pol±tecn±co d± Tor±no, Italy (2011).
Forced to leave h±s country, worked ±n Un±vers±dad de Forced to leave h±s country, worked ±n Un±vers±dad de 
Cantabr±a- Santander – Spa±n, Sap±enza Un±vers±ty of Rome 
- Italy, before mov±ng to work as full professor ±n Türk±ye.
H±s research f±elds ±nclude emergency arch±tecture for 
human±ty, post war/d±saster recovery and development, 
rural areas development and the management of cultural 
her±tage for post-cr±s±s recovery.

Prof. Dr. 
Salah Haj 
Isma±l
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Future Visions for Strengthening the 
Connection between the City and its 
Countryside within the Aleppo Governorate 

Reconstruction Plan

Th±s research addresses the challenges of rebu±ld±ng the c±ty of Aleppo and ±ts surround±ng 
countrys±de ±n the post-war per±od, through an analys±s of the urban and demograph±c 
transformat±ons that the governorate has undergone as a result of years of confl±ct. The c±ty 
of Aleppo suffered extens±ve damage to ±ts ±nfrastructure, ±nclud±ng transportat±on, water, 
and electr±c±ty networks, ±n add±t±on to s±gn±f±cant damage to res±dent±al bu±ld±ngs and publ±c 
and serv±ce fac±l±t±es. Th±s led to a decl±ne ±n the c±ty's funct±onal eff±c±ency and a substant±al 
reduct±on ±n ±ts capac±ty. S±m±larly, the Aleppo countrys±de was not spared the effects of the 
war, suffer±ng from destruct±on of ±ts urban ±nfrastructure and w±despread populat±on 
d±splacement, result±ng ±n an ±mbalance between the c±ty and ±ts rural surround±ngs.
Follow±ng the end of the war, gradual waves of populat±on return began, but th±s return was Follow±ng the end of the war, gradual waves of populat±on return began, but th±s return was 
unbalanced, concentrated largely ±n the c±ty of Aleppo at the expense of the countrys±de, 
due to the lack of serv±ces and job opportun±t±es ±n rural areas. Th±s led to a set of new urban 
challenges, most notably overcrowd±ng w±th±n the c±ty, ±ncreased pressure on already 
damaged ±nfrastructure, exacerbated transportat±on cr±ses and traff±c congest±on, and a 
surge ±n demand for hous±ng and serv±ces, further compl±cat±ng the urban scene.
Th±s research ±s based on the fundamental prem±se that the reconstruct±on of Aleppo Th±s research ±s based on the fundamental prem±se that the reconstruct±on of Aleppo 
cannot be l±m±ted to rebu±ld±ng what was destroyed; rather, ±t must ±nclude a comprehens±ve 
plann±ng v±s±on that addresses the structural ±mbalances between the c±ty and the 
countrys±de, restor±ng equ±l±br±um between them. Accord±ngly, th±s research a±ms to present 
a set of plann±ng scenar±os that contr±bute to allev±at±ng pressure on the c±ty and ±mprov±ng 
the s±tuat±on ±n rural areas to ach±eve balanced development across the governorate as a 
whole.
The research employs an analyt±cal-plann±ng approach, comb±n±ng a study of the current The research employs an analyt±cal-plann±ng approach, comb±n±ng a study of the current 
s±tuat±on w±th an assessment of ex±st±ng problems, culm±nat±ng ±n the formulat±on of 
pract±cal strateg±c solut±ons w±th±n the context of reconstruct±on. It also h±ghl±ghts the 
±mportance of ±ntegrat±ng urban, econom±c, and soc±al pol±c±es to ach±eve susta±nable 
development.
The research concludes that the success of Aleppo’s reconstruct±on ±s l±nked to the ab±l±ty The research concludes that the success of Aleppo’s reconstruct±on ±s l±nked to the ab±l±ty 
of planners and dec±s±on-makers to adopt a comprehens±ve v±s±on that goes beyond part±al 
solut±ons and works to restructure the relat±onsh±p between the c±ty and the countrys±de, ±n 
order to ensure spat±al balance, ±mprove the qual±ty of l±fe for the populat±on, and enhance 
the c±ty’s res±l±ence ±n the face of future challenges.

Prof. Dr. Hala Malandi

Future Visions for the 
Connection 
Countryside 

its 
Strengthening 

between the City and 
within the Aleppo Governorate 
Reconstruction Plan 
Pt•of. Dr. Bala Malandi 

This research addresses the challenges of rebuilding the city of Aleppo and its surrounding 
countryside in the post-war period, through an analysis of the urban and demographic 
transformations that the governorate has undergone as a result of years of conflict. The city 
of Aleppo suffered extensive damage to its infrastructure, including transportation, water, 
and electricity networks, in addition to significant damage to residential buildings and public 
and service facilities. This led to a decline in the city's functional efficiency and a substantial 
reduction in its capacity. Similarly, the Aleppo countryside was not spared the effects of the 
war, suffering from destruction of its urban infrastructure and widespread population 
displacement, resulting in an imbalance between the city and its rural surroundings. 
Following the end of the war, gradual waves of population return began, but this return was 
unbalanced, concentrated largely in the city of Aleppo at the expense of the countryside, 
due to the lack of services and job opportunities in rural areas. This led to a set of new urban 
challenges, most notably overcrowding within the city, increased pressure on already 
damaged infrastructure, exacerbated transportation crises and traffic congestion, and a 
surge in demand for housing and services, further complicating the urban scene. 
This research is based on the fundamental premise that the reconstruction of Aleppo 
cannot be limited to rebuilding what was destroyed; rather, it must include a comprehensive 
planning vision that addresses the structural imbalances between the city and the 
countryside, restoring equilibrium between them. Accordingly, this research aims to present 
a set of planning scenarios that contribute to alleviating pressure on the city and improving 
the situation in rural areas to achieve balanced development across the governorate as a 
whole. 
The research employs an analytical-planning approach, combining a study of the current 
situation with an assessment of existing problems, culminating in the formulation of 
practical strategic solutions within the context of reconstruction. It also highlights the 
importance of integrating urban, economic, and social policies to achieve sustainable 
development. 
The research concludes that the success of Aleppo's reconstruction is linked to the ability 
of planners and decision-makers to adopt a comprehensive vision that goes beyond partial 
solutions and works to restructure the relationship between the city and the countryside, in 
order to ensure spatial balance, improve the quality of life for the population, and enhance 
the city's resilience in the face of future challenges. 
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Post-War Design for Social Sustainability: The 
Role of Community Participatory Design in 

Reconstruction of Aleppo 

Bu±ld±ngs are the trad±t±onal output of arch±tectural des±gn, and arch±tects are respons±ble 
for produc±ng susta±nable spaces and places. W±th±n a soc±al context, th±s th±nk±ng ±s def±ned 
by the arch±tect's creat±ve role ±n del±ver±ng the qual±ty necessary for bu±ld±ngs to meet the±r 
soc±oeconom±c goals. In a post war context th±s task become more complex and cruc±al, 
because ±t seeks not only the phys±cal reconstruct±on, but also soc±al, commun±ty, 
management and urban reconstruct±on and development.
Des±gn±ng for soc±al susta±nab±l±ty requ±res arch±tects to cons±der a commun±ty's l±festyle Des±gn±ng for soc±al susta±nab±l±ty requ±res arch±tects to cons±der a commun±ty's l±festyle 
and customs as much as they cons±der how the ±nd±v±duals w±th±n that commun±ty 
understand the concept of susta±nab±l±ty. Th±s challenge has sh±fted how arch±tects v±ew the 
susta±nable des±gn of commun±ty bu±ld±ngs; commun±ty consultat±on has become the 
pr±mary tool for ±ntegrat±ng local ±ns±ghts ±nto the des±gn and management process. In 
Aleppo, after a devastat±ng decade of confl±cts, the soc±al construct±v±st ph±losophy of th±s 
research def±nes a new approach to bu±ld±ng des±gn, one dr±ven by the Aleppo commun±ty's 
±nterests. A commun±ty-based part±c±patory des±gn helps arch±tects use ep±stemolog±cal 
assumpt±ons to del±ver a susta±nable des±gn dec±s±on-mak±ng process. Furthermore, th±s 
presentat±on h±ghl±ghts the ±mportance of commun±ty bu±ld±ngs as a v±tal tool for creat±ng 
susta±nable, people-or±ented bu±ld±ngs that meet the soc±al needs of the commun±ty ±n the 
process of reconstruct±on and development.

Keywords: Susta±nable Management, Commun±ty-based Des±gn, Post War Soc±al 
Susta±nab±l±ty, Res±l±ent Urban±sm. 

Prof. Dr. Salah Haj Ismail
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